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                  From the desk of the Senior Minister 
 

Some years ago, the United Church of Christ ran a television ad about our work of 
seeking to be a more inclusive denomination. In the ad, a little girl used her two 
hands to portray the church,     steeple, and people of the familiar children’s 

rhyme: “Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the people.” The camera 
then cut to all the people – a wide diversity of people who make up the life of our churches. 
 

I was thinking about this ad the other night at the first meeting of the Nominating Committee. I was 
thinking about all the people on our boards, all the people on our committees, all the people who 
serve as delegates, all the people who volunteer for May Breakfast and Mission Bazaar, all the     
people who volunteer to read, great, and usher, all the people who teach and assist in our Church 
School and Nursery, all the people who arrange and deliver flowers, all the people who show up to 
serve at the food pantry, soup kitchen, and Habitat for Humanity, all the people who volunteer in 
the office or at clean-ups, or for special projects. All the people! 
 

Without all the people, Newman Church would not exist. Without all the people, Christ’s mission 
and ministry here would simply be something to read about in history books. Therefore, as we 
begin a new year, let’s give thanks for and celebrate all the people! Furthermore, let’s encourage 
people to discover and share their talents through the many programs and activities that Newman 
offers. 
 

I invite you to open yourselves to upcoming opportunities. This is what you can do. If you have a 
church nametag, please wear it on Sundays. This helps to build community. If you need a nametag, 
sign up for one in Memorial Hall. Look for other sign-ups in Memorial Hall that appeal to you. If 
there is an event listed in this newsletter, chances are there is a sign-up sheet in Memorial Hall. Be 
open to an invitation from the Nominating Committee. Each year there are about 35 positions to fill 
on boards and committees. You can be an important part of working with others to help guide our 
common efforts. Be an ambassador of Newman Church by greeting our guests each Sunday and in-
troducing yourself to folks you don’t know. 
 

This is the church, we have a steeple, why not open the doors and join with all the people – in    
making this a great place to worship, work, and find inspiration! 

Bereavement Group 
The Bereavement Group meets the second Monday of each month. Our small group meetings  
provide mutual support and hope for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one – a place 
to share our journeys and remember the joy these special people brought to our lives. This group is 
not a resource for the Newman community alone, please let friends and loved ones know about the 
group. If you have any questions, contact Kathy Shank, 401-438-4298. Our next meeting will be 
Monday, February 13th from 6:00 to 7:30 in the Lounge.  

Bread of Life Food Pantry News 
The pantry is currently asking for the following items during the months of February and March: 

Beef Stew, Brownie/Cake Mix, Cereal, and Peanut Butter 
 

Calendar Addition—The next pantry board meeting will be held Monday, February 13 at 7 pm 

Rhode Island Interfaith Power and Light 
5th Annual Interfaith Conference 

 Ethics of Climate Change 
An exploration of the science and sacred texts needed for  

ethical action in response to Global Warming.  
 

 Tuesday, February 28, 2012 from 4:30 to 9:00 PM  
  Open Table of Christ Methodist Church  

 

Interactive workshops  
Low Carbon Footprint Fair 

Exhibits on renewable energy, energy efficiency & more  

Light fare of local, organic foods will be served at 5:15 pm. 
 

Keynote Address by Prof. Roger S. Gottlieb 
 

 Prof. Gottlieb is not only a world-renowned philosopher and author, but also a clear, dynamic and 
engaging lecturer who will develop a convincing argument that the sacred teachings of the world’s 
major religions compel an ethical response to the climate-change problem. In particular, he will 
speak to reasons why responding is so difficult. 
 

To register for the conference or for more information, go online to http://www.riipl.org/Events.html. 
 

Sponsors include the UCC New England Regional Environmental Ministries, the RICUCC, Newman       
Congregational Church, the RI Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence, (Episcopal) 
Diocese of Rhode Island, and the Community Relations Council of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 



Christian Education Happenings 
 Watch for some "home improvements" in the coming weeks. The CE wing and other areas of 

Newman will be getting some good looking upgrades. Just in time for Spring! 
 

 This spring the children will again be collecting items for the Church World Service school kits 
bound for areas in the world desperate for school supplies. Our Missions Board has graciously 
sewn the bags as specified by CWS and they are ready to fill! Soon you will hear from your 
child's teacher as to which items you will be providing. However, if you see a special in the near 
future on 12" rulers, small pencil sharpeners, kids' blunt scissors, spiral notebooks or 24-ct cray-
ons, please consider purchasing. Or let me know and I will! 

 

 Craft need: Several classes are considering doing a Lenten project using 
the wooden crates (for packing clementine tangerines) that we see in stores' 
produce section at this time of year. Don't throw them out -- not even in the 
recycle bin -- drop them off at church and they will be turned into something 
beautiful! 
 

 Bad Girls meet this Sunday at 4PM in the Lounge. All women who love poetry are invited! 
 

Karen Usas, CE Coordinator 

Church Family  

Tom Cooper - Home - recovering 
Elizabeth Davenport - RI Hospital - recovering  

Baby JJ Foster - Boston Children’s Hospital - recovering  
Angela Kondon at Home  

Susan Nordmeyer in Hospice Care (Sharon Key’s Sister) 
 Chris McKenrick at Home 

Neil McDonald 701 Overlook Drive, Unit 709A Winter Haven, FL  33884-1671 –recovering 
Donna Moniz at Home  

Katelynn Tewksbury - Hasboro Children’s Hospital—recovering 
 

We continue to keep in our prayers Newman members and friends serving in the Armed Forces, 
National Guard and Peace Corps: Corey Andreoni, Carmello Castro, Scott Habershaw, Ben Mello, 
Alison Proctor, Brian Quigley, Mark Russell, James Stuart, Jr.   
 

Our sympathies are extended to the Rosenholm family and friends following the recent passing of 
Mark Rosenholm in Florida.  Mark’s parents, Elizabeth and Os were active members at Newman.  
Liz’s current address is 67 Adams Point Road, Barrington, RI  02806. 

Memorial Flowers 
There is a sign-up sheet located in Memorial Hall  for those interested in sponsoring Memorial 
Flowers during Worship on Sundays.  The purpose of this sign-up sheet is to develop a call list for 
openings in a particular month.  Unfortunately not everyone can have the same week but please 
note that we are mindful of your request and do try to accommodate everyone as best we can.   

Newman News 
If you would like to receive your Newman News via email instead of hardcopy please sign-up in 
Memorial Hall.  It can also be found on our website along with the current calendar, picture of re-
cent events and news of upcoming events.  Our website is www.newmanucc.org. 

Nominating Committee 
Another calendar update…. 

The Nominating Committee will meet on Monday, February 27 at 6:15 pm in the Pastor’s Study. 

Drop Everything & Read  
The February dates for Drop Everything & Read did not make it into the inserted calendar.   

Please note the following meeting dates. 
Wednesdays, February  15 & 29 at 7pm  

Both of which will be held at Don & Pat Trodson’s Home. 

Lent (continued) 
Each Sunday, the theme of the service and sermon will be based upon one Beatitude.  You can find 
the Beatitudes in the fifth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew.  On two Sundays in March, there will 

be sermon feedback times after worship. 
 

Each Wednesday (2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, & 3/28) at 6:30 pm, we will share table fellowship 

in Memorial Hall.  We will have “stone soup” followed by prayer and study.  For the stone soup, 
please bring a cooked soup item (i.e. meat, vegetables, beans, grains) to add to a big pot of broth.  
There will be a vegetarian broth as well.  In addition to the broth, bread and beverages will be    
provided.  On these evenings, beginning shortly after 7 pm we will explore in depth that week’s        
Beatitude using a special study guide.  Please look for more information and sign-up in Memorial 

Hall. 

Ushers 
If you are interested in becoming an usher for Sunday Services, please contact Milt Collier  

at 401-438-2355.  The more we have in rotation the less often you will be scheduled. 
 

Yoga for You  
Saturday Mornings from 8:30 - 9:45 AM ~ Bring $5, mat, water, blanket, and an item for the Bread of 

Life Food Pantry, if you can ~ Newcomers Welcome 
 

Youth Group Activities  
Youth Basketball practices every Friday 6—7:30 PM.  Games are scheduled for the following  Satur-
day mornings and are played at Haven Methodist Church on Taunton Ave. 

February 4 @ 9am  February 11 @ 8am 
February 18 @ 9am  February 25 @ 9am 

March 3 @ 8am  March 10 @ 9am 
March 17 @ 9am  March 24 @ 8am 

March 31 @ 9am 
 

On February 11th the Sr. High Youth Group will gather at 3 PM for cookie baking, 
birthday celebrating and concluding with a movie!   
 

On February 12 following worship, the Sr. High Youth Group will sell Cookie         

Bouquets for that special someone(s) in your life.  Please save space on your Valentine 
list to support our youth and give a special treat.   

Lent 
There is a communion prayer in the Book of Worship of the United Church of Christ that prays for a 
time when sharing by all will mean scarcity for none.  In the Beatitudes of Jesus, we learn about 
those whom God honors even when our culture may not.  In the upcoming season of Lent, we will 
explore more about sharing and honoring.  Here is a brief sketch for the season that begins on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22.                                                                                                      (continued page 3) 


